Don’t let the door hit you on the way in

The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) recommends your facility may have a door separating emergency fixtures, but that door cannot have a lock and in must open towards the shower or eyewash station.

Of course, this makes sense. Imagine a scenario where someone has just splashed a hazardous chemical in their eye. Groping to open the door could mean precious seconds, or perhaps even further injury. And since ANSI standards requires eyewash stations to be accessible within 10 seconds or less of the hazard, a door that swings towards the station is an important safety issue.

Handling Emergencies 

· [image: image1]If an eye injury occurs, quick action can prevent a permanent disability. For this reason:

· Emergency eyewashes should be placed in all hazardous areas 

· First-aid instructions should be posted close to potential danger spots 

· Employees must know where the closest eyewash station is and how to get there with restricted vision

· The eye wash unit must be within 10 seconds of the hazard and on the same level as the hazard and within an unobstructed travel path.

· The water delivered by the eye was unit must be tepid (lukewarm) - see ANSI Z358.1-2004 Non-Compliance, fines and litigation
· The valve actuator must be easy to locate and readily accessible to the user.

· The flushing fluid should be tepid and in the range of 60 degrees F to below 100 degrees F. The output flushing fluid must be within that range immediately at start-up of the equipment and remain there throughout the full 15-minute use cycle.

· There should be a controlled, low velocity flow, which rinses both eyes and is not injurious to user.

· The spray head should be protected from contaminants.

· The eye wash unit must deliver at least 0.4 gallons (1.5 liters) of water per minute for 15 minutes.

· A 'hands-free' stay open valve must activate in one second or less.

· The eye was unit should be connected to an uninterruptible water supply delivering 0.4 GPM.

· A highly visible sign should identify the eye wash and the unit should be well lighted. 
· They should be gravity fed to ensure continued access during a power outage or other issue.    
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Inspection Tag: It's a good idea to have an Inspection Tag attached to each emergency fixture noting activation as this log also serves as important documentation upon plant inspection.

 

Employees must be instructed in the location and receive training in the use of the emergency shower and/or eyewash station.
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